What is the Affirmative Procurement Program?

Affirmative procurement simply means showing our preference for buying recycled-content products, rather than products made only of virgin materials.  This closes the recycling loop by providing commercial markets for recycled and recovered materials.

The main purpose of this program is to increase government purchases of environmentally friendly products

The program is directed by law, Executive Order, and Air Force policy

It is described in detail in the Air Force Publication “Guide to Green Purchasing”

http://www.afcee/brooks.af.mil/eq/ap/gg/guide
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today

ensures

tomorrow’s

future.

Additional Information:

Pollution Prevention Program - AFI 32-7080, provides information on affirmative procurement at: http://www.afcee.brooks.af.mil/eq/ap/ap.htm
On the Internet at www.gsa.gov you can obtain information and order products with the IMPAC card from GSA Direct with delivery to your office. You can also place orders by calling 1-800-525-8027.  

Defense Logistic Agency’s Environmentally Preferred Catalog is at http://www.dscr.dla.gov.

The 45th Space Wing’s pollution prevention office at 494-9270 or the Environmental Flight at 494-7288 can also provide assistance.

Buying recycled helps ”close the recycling loop” by putting the materials we collect through recycling programs back to good use as products in the marketplace.

For more information on

the 45th Space Wing’s

Affirmative Procurement Program

Please call (321) 494-7288

or  (321) 494-7041.

AFFIRMATIVE

PROCUREMENT

[image: image2.jpg]



AT THE

45TH SPACE WING

PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE

And

CAPE CANAVERAL AIR FORCE STATION FLORIDA

Background

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) and Executive Order 13101, Federal Acquisition, Recycling, and Waste Prevention, requires all federal agencies to purchase guideline items containing post consumer recycled materials. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has published a variety of guideline items in eight product categories under the affirmative procurement program.

Purpose

The main goal of Affirmative Procurement is to increase government purchases of products containing recovered materials, and environmentally preferable products and services.  

 All 45th Space Wing personnel must do their part to comply with Executive Order 13101 for this program.  

Affirmative Procurement

Requirements

Guideline items must be purchased containing post consumer recycled materials unless one of the following exemptions apply: 1) product does not meet reasonable performance standards;  2) not available within a reasonable amount of time;  3) product is not available competitively from two or more sources; and  4) The product is only available at an unreasonable price.
NOTE: The decision not to buy a guideline item must be approved by the individual’s squadron commander in writing for purchases

Over $2,500.00.

Guideline Categories

· Paper & Paper Products

· Non-paper Office Products

· Vehicular Products
· Construction Products

· Transportation Products

· Park and Recreation Products
· Landscaping Products

· Miscellaneous Products

Note that you must go to http//www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm for the current approved item product listings that apply under each category.

EPA CPG Product Information and Fact Sheets, specific information about CPG categories and products http//www.epa.gov/cpg/factshts.htm.

The EPA also encourages the purchase of Biobased Products manufactured from renewable agricultural resources such as vegetable oil based lubricants.  Point of Contact: Karen Kivela (AFCEE/EQT) at Karen.kivela@hqafcee.brooks.af.mil.

Life-cycle Cost Assessment

More than purchase price must be considered when determining the cost of an affirmative procurement item. The life-cycle cost should be used which considers other factors such as maintenance and waste/disposal costs for the total life of the product. For example, wood lumber usually requires a protective coating such as a paint, stain, or varnish after installation.  Also, the protective coating must be reapplied every 3 to 5 years. Such tasks require labor in addition to material costs. Whereas, plastic lumber does not require a protective coating over its entire life which is considerably longer than wood lumber. While 

the purchase price of plastic lumber is approximately twice the price of wood lumber, the life-cycle cost is much less.

Government Purchase Card (GPC) User Requirements

Individuals now play a significant role in affirmative procurement through the use of GPC cards. Affirmative procurement applies to all appropriated fund purchases for EPA-designated products from any source by any means.

Individuals purchasing any listed guideline item under $2,500 must purchase materials with recycled content unless one of the stated exemptions applies.  It is recommended that the purchaser maintain a log listing all items purchased with recycled content, and any exemption, as applicable, that was applied.
Required Sources of Supplies & Services

Priorities for use of Government supply sources and the order of priority must be considered for all purchases.  Refer to the Federal Acquisition Regulation Part 8.

The statutory obligation for Government agencies to satisfy their requirements for supplies and services from the “Committee for Purchase From People Who are Blind or Severely Disabled” and “Federal Prison Industries, Inc. also applies.  Reference FAR part 8. 

Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) http://www.jwod.gov/default.asp .





















